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BLACK-FLANKED ROCK-WALLABIES — KALBARRI NATIONAL PARK 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [9.07 am]: I would like to inform the house of 
some recent and very exciting news about the rediscovery of black-flanked rock-wallabies in Kalbarri National 
Park. This species was considered locally extinct, having not been seen in the park for 20 years, until a 
rock climber photographed two wallabies in a rock face in the Promenade area of the park in August this year. 
The nearest known population is more than 450 kilometres away, so this proves that the species has quietly 
persisted in the park for all this time. Since the initial sighting in August, the Department of Parks and Wildlife 
has set up remote sensing cameras and has on numerous occasions recorded the two animals, one of which has a 
pouched young. There was already a planned re-introduction of rock-wallabies into the park using animals 
sourced from the wheatbelt, and this will still occur if an assessment shows that it will improve the genetic 
diversity of this tiny Kalbarri population. 

Feral goats were considered to be a major factor in the original decline of rock-wallabies in the park, competing 
with the wallabies for food and pushing them out of the protected gorge area, which made them particularly 
vulnerable to predation by foxes and cats. Parks and Wildlife has now culled goats in the park and the goat 
population is now controlled to the extent that wallaby numbers will be able to build up again. The department 
has been baiting for foxes in the park since 1996 as part of its groundbreaking Western Shield wildlife 
conservation program. We are now implementing cat baiting using the Eradicat bait, with the support of 
$1.7 million in Australian government funding for further cat control. Predation by feral cats is the most 
significant threat to Australia’s mammals, and in Western Australia we are making it a priority to tackle this 
problem. The registration of Eradicat for operational use earlier this year is enabling Parks and Wildlife to 
expand and intensify its cat-baiting program in targeted areas across the state. This is a big development for our 
threatened species conservation program and is cementing Western Shield as this state’s most critically 
important initiative to protect at-risk species such as the black-flanked rock-wallaby.  
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